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" Instrument of Government," the officers had offered Cromwell the title of King instead of Protector, and he had refused it. In August, 1655, a petition had been circulated in London pressing Cromwell to assume the title of King or Emperor, but its author had been reprimanded by the Council, and the petition suppressed. At the close of 1656, the victories over the Spaniards had roused a widespread feeling that Cromwell was worthy to be enrolled amongst English kings. It found expression in Waller's verses on the capture of the Spanish treasure ships. " Let it be as the glad nation prays," sang the poet.
" Let the rich ore forthwith be melted down, And the state fixed, by making him a crown ; With ermine clad and purple, let him hold A royal sceptre made of Spanish gold."
But neither foreign glories nor domestic dangers were so strong a motive for the revival of monarchy as the desire to return to constitutional government. The reaction against the rule of the Fifth Monarchy men had made Cromwell Protector, the reaction against the rule of the swordsmen produced the attempt to make him King. "They are so highly incensed against the arbitrary actings of the major-generals," wrote an observing member of Parliament, " that they are greedy of any power that will be ruled and limited by law." Ashe's suggestion was denounced as a crime by a few staunch Republicans, but it fell upon fruitful ground. Five weeks later, Alderman Pack, one of the members for London, brought in a bill proposing a revision of the constitution and